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at times strong forts and occupied positions of strategic
importance. Their subjugation was often necessary for
military reasons. At the same time, they yielded rich
plunder to the victor. An attack on the temple was thus
tempting to the invaders for various reasons.

Tribes from Afghanistan and beyond were attracted
by the fabulous wealth of India. They no doubt used
the name of religion to give a colour of respectability to
what were essentially plundering raids, but the character
of the raids belied their professions. There were lightning
attacks on temples and forts followed by plunder of whatever
could be carried away. Apart from sporadic raids, there
were also occasional attempts to establish small principalities.
The most famous of these early invaders, Sultan Mahmud
of Gha2ni, made many incursions into India, but his main
purpose seems to have been to acquire wealth and increase
his power in his own territory. Neither the establishment
of an Indian empire nor the propagation of Islam in India
was his immediate objective and even the annexation of the
Punjab was due more to military reasons than choice. The
fact that there was no strong central power and the many
small principalities were engaged in constant lights against
one another made the task of these invaders comparatively
easy. Nevertheless, there were occasions of organised resis-
tance, but superior generalship and better horses gave the
invaders a decisive advantage in most trials of strength,

It was in the last decade of the twelfth century that
a Muslim chieftain made the first serious attempt to establish
a kingdom in India, The internal jealousies of a large number
of petty princes lessened the strength^ combined resistance,
but even then the invaders did not have an easy entry,
Shahabuddin was beaten back once but succeeded in defeat-
ing the king of Delhi in his second attempt, Like many
other famous battles which decided the fate of India, this
also was fought in the region round about Panipat, some
sixty miles north-west of Delhi,